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Welcome to Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative 
 

 
Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative Inc. was incorporated in 1939 as the Lower Colorado River 
Electric Cooperative. The name was changed to Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative, Inc. in 1964 to 
enhance a separate identity from the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA).  
 
Bluebonnet is one of the largest electric cooperatives in Texas, with a 3,800 square mile service 
territory, which includes all or part of 14 counties, serving over 80,000 meters.  Five Member 
Service Centers are located throughout Bluebonnet’s service territory to assist members with 
issues ranging from bill payment to service installation.  A distribution cooperative, Bluebonnet 
purchases most of its power wholesale from LCRA.  Bluebonnet operates and maintains 
approximately 11,000 miles of distribution lines.  The organization owns 21 substations and 
purchases power at 21 additional substations owned by LCRA. 
 
Bluebonnet provides this packet to all developers and their agents and it should be used as a 
guide in planning the installation of electrical equipment for receiving electrical power from 
Bluebonnet’s distribution system. 
 
The information presented is subject to change and will be revised periodically to reflect any 
changes which may develop.  Please refer to our website at www.bluebonnet.coop for any 
additional information as well as an online source of this packet. 
 
We look forward to working with you as your electrical provider.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Bluebonnet Project Coordination Staff 
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Development Information Request Form 

 
SUBDIVISION or PROJECT NAME:                     
LOCATION OF PROJECT:                     
DEVELOPER’S NAME:                      
REPRESENTED BY:           PHONE:         

E-mail:             
MAILING ADDRESS:                      
                           
ENGINEERING FIRM:                      
REPRESENTED BY:           PHONE:         
                E-mail:          
 
TYPE OF PROJECT:                                      SECTION        NUMBER OF LOTS     TOTAL LOTS 
(Check all that apply)                                 (Insert Section #)        (In this section)      (In all sections) 
 RESIDENTIAL                    
 APARTMENTS                    
 MOBILE HOME/RV PARK                 
 COMMERCIAL                    
 OTHER                       

   
Taxing jurisdiction(s) and entities in which development falls (ie. City Limits, County, etc.) as well as physical 
(911) Address of Development      _________________________________________ 
Estimated number of units to be constructed and occupied within the first 12 months.       
Anticipated total project completion date.         
Homebuilder & Contact Person          Phone # (  )      
 
OTHER UTILITY PROVIDERS (Company Name) 
 WATER                       
 GAS  (YES  or  NO)                     
 CABLE                        
 TELEPHONE                      
 

LOAD EXPECTATIONS: (Check All That Apply) 
 LIFT STATION/WASTE WATER PLANT 
 WATER WELL 
 HOME SIZES FROM    TO    SQ FT. 
 AMENITY CENTER, PARKS, CLUB HOUSE 
 COMMERCIAL SITES WITHIN DEVELOPMENT 
 STREETLIGHTING – Responsible party for monthly lighting charges _________________________ 
 IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 
 OTHER:            

 
Upon completion of this form, please return via fax to (979)542-4150, attn: Project Coordination. 

 
By signing this form, you are acknowledging receipt and understanding of this packet and you agree to 
abide and comply with all requirements and policies within. 
 

 
 
_________________________________                  ___________________________________ 

Developer / Agent / Owner                                        Date 
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Developer’s Checklist 
 
 
Responsibility of Developer: 
 
 Developer must fill out a Development Information Request Form and submit to Bluebonnet 

along with design fee if required.   
 Developer is responsible for confirming all Bluebonnet easement requirements with 

Bluebonnet prior to platting. 
 Developer must have an engineering firm submit preliminary plan of development in digital 

(AutoCAD) format to Bluebonnet Engineering Department.  These plans must include 
streets, wet utilities, and grading plans as well as any other utilities planned for said 
development. 

 A design/re-design fee could be required either prior to or following the design process as a 
result of any changes to design out of original scope of project.  This decision will be made at 
the discretion of Bluebonnet on a case by case basis.  These fees are non-refundable and are 
subject to revision at Bluebonnet’s discretion. 

 Prior to Bluebonnet construction, two (2) hard copies of the approved plat must be submitted. 
 Developer must provide and install all underground conduits at road crossings in the 

designated location per Bluebonnet Crossing Plans and if applicable, all electrical conduits in 
designated locations per Bluebonnet Construction Plans (see Bluebonnet Specifications in 
this packet).   

 Developer is responsible for following Bluebonnet inspection policies and procedures prior 
to and during conduit installation if using his own contractor (see Page 7). 

 Property pins must be set and clearly visible at all lot corners, at developer’s expense, prior to 
Bluebonnet commencing construction. 

 Developer is responsible for submitting contribution-in-aid of construction to cover 
Bluebonnet’s construction costs prior to Bluebonnet commencing construction.  
Bluebonnet’s construction cannot commence until 20 working days after receipt of this 
payment.   

 Developer is responsible for all right-of-way clearing and grubbing to Bluebonnet 
specifications.  Bluebonnet will clear the right-of-way for proposed overhead facilities for an 
additional charge to be quoted should developer choose this option. See attached Bluebonnet 
Specifications. 

 Developer is responsible for ensuring conduit contractor and/or subcontractor adherence to 
all Bluebonnet Construction Specifications at all times. 

 Developer to provide ALL materials necessary for the conduit system he installs for his 
Bluebonnet Underground System.  Bluebonnet will own these materials after proper 
installation is certified by a Bluebonnet Inspector. 
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Developer’s Fees and Information 
 
Development Fees 
 
1. A design/re-design fee of could be required either prior to or following the design process 

should the project change dramatically from its original scope.  This decision will be 
made at the discretion of Bluebonnet on a case by case basis.  These fees are non-
refundable and are subject to revision at Bluebonnet’s discretion. 

 
2. Every request for design and every alteration to all scopes for design services may be 

considered as an individual request and, therefore are subject to additional fees to be 
determined by Bluebonnet. 

 
3. When the developer or prospective developer enters into a line extension agreement with 

Bluebonnet for service, monies received for engineering design estimates of service will 
be applied to the cost of construction.  Bluebonnet’s Line Extension Policy can be found 
in the Bluebonnet Member Welcome Kit or on the “Residential Development” link on 
our website located at www.bluebonnet.coop .   

 
4. If the developer or prospective developer does not notify Bluebonnet within a 180 day 

period of initial design with the intent to proceed, any design fees paid to date will be 
forfeited and the prospective project will be treated as new. 

 
5. A maintenance fee of $1 per linear foot of trench will be required at the time of 

contribution by the developer to cover the cost of any necessary repairs in the first year 
following the completion of Bluebonnet facilities installation.   

 
Street Lighting  

 
1. Bluebonnet agrees to install street lighting at locations within Site designated by the 

developer and mutually agreed upon by Bluebonnet and as needed to comply with City or 
County ordinances and regulations. 

 
2. Bluebonnet does not offer any custom lighting solutions at this time.  Bluebonnet will 

install our standard streetlight (see Bluebonnet Specifications in this packet) unless the 
developer wishes to install his own custom lighting.  In this case, Bluebonnet will 
determine and provide a metering point(s) and the developer will be able to power his 
custom lighting facilities from this point(s).  Developer will be responsible for all 
installation, operation, and maintenance of custom lighting facilities.   

 
3. Bluebonnet will own, operate, maintain and repair the standard lighting facilities. The 

monthly charge for street lighting service will be according to the applicable rate 
schedule for lighting service in the Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative Tariff.  Payment of 
the monthly charge for street lighting service will be the responsibility of the developer or 
an entity designated by the developer. 
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Easements / Right of Way 
 

1. Bluebonnet shall be granted, at no cost and in writing on recorded plat, all rights-of-way 
and easements necessary to serve member, overhead or underground for the erection, 
maintenance, repair, replacement, removal, or use of all wires, poles, machinery, fixtures, 
or equipment needed to supply and deliver electric service to the member. 

 
2. Bluebonnet does not allow any member equipment or material to be attached to its 

property, except where said equipment and/or materials are required to provide electrical 
service and said equipment and/or material has been authorized by Bluebonnet. 

 
3. Developers and their respective Homebuilders must give Bluebonnet the rights, 

privileges and easements necessary to construct, operate, repair, replace and perpetually 
maintain electric facilities located on the member’s owned or leased property, and in or 
on all streets, roads or highways abutting their property. All service lines providing 
members with electricity and all switches, meters and other appliances and equipment 
constructed or installed on the property belong solely to Bluebonnet, and Bluebonnet can 
access the property to repair or service them and, upon discontinuance of service,  
remove them. 

 
4. Bluebonnet shall, at any time deemed necessary, access any equipment owned and/or 

operated by Bluebonnet.  Any obstructions in a platted public utility easement or 
exclusive Bluebonnet easement such as landscaping, trees, fences, etc. will be removed if 
discovered by necessity or inspection.  Developers and their respective Homebuilders 
will adhere to equipment clearance requirements noted in attached specifications AND on 
equipment labels.  If the existing items mentioned above are removed, damaged, etc. by 
Bluebonnet, Bluebonnet expresses no guarantee, written or implied, that these items will 
be repaired or replaced.  Requests for replacement or repair of landscaping, grass, trees, 
soil, etc. will be addressed and ruled on by Bluebonnet on a case by case basis.  
Bluebonnet will make every attempt to disturb existing items as little as possible granted 
their locations do not violate NESC, NEC, or Bluebonnet clearance requirements. 

 
 
Front Lot Facilities / Back Lot Facilities 
 
 All overhead or underground distribution lines in a subdivision will be built on the front lot 
lines along public streets. Lines can be constructed along rear lot lines if the following conditions 
exist. 
 
1. There is an accessible roadway from a public road (dedicated to the public or 

Bluebonnet) along the route of the proposed distribution line. The dedication will include 
language that prohibits obstructions being placed in the roadway that would prevent 
ready access, including but not limited to, fences, storage buildings, etc. and are required 
to be recorded in the deed restrictions for the applicable area(s). 

 
2. The accessible, dedicated roadway will be an all weather road, thirty (30) feet in width 

and constructed of asphalt, concrete, or crushed rock. 
 
3. An all weather road is defined with adequate culverts, bridges, and base material to 

support vehicles weighing up to 50,000 pounds during all weather conditions. 
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Inspection Guidelines and Procedures 
 
1. Developer to provide all pertinent conduit contractor information to Bluebonnet Project 

Coordinator prior to conduit installation.  Bluebonnet Project Coordinator will provide all 
pertinent Bluebonnet Inspector information to developer. 

 
2. Developer will schedule and conduct a pre-construction meeting between Bluebonnet 

Inspector and contractor, who will install conduit at a time mutually agreeable to all 
parties involved. 

 
3. Contractor foreman will review Bluebonnet construction specifications and acknowledge 

review and receipt prior to trenching and conduit installation. 
 
4. Bluebonnet will respond within 48 hours of contractor notification prior to intended 

trenching times so inspection dates and times can be coordinated. 
 
5.  Trenches will remain open until inspected and approved by Bluebonnet inspector.  Upon 

inspection, contractor will be advised as to what may or may not be backfilled. 
 
6.  Bluebonnet retains the right to terminate any conduit installation if inspection reveals 

non-compliance with Bluebonnet inspection policies, procedures, or specifications until 
said issues are resolved and approved through re-inspection. 

 
7. Bluebonnet Inspector will inspect all road crossings as they are being installed by Road 

Contractor. 
 
8. Equipment pad installation and conduit stubs must meet clearance requirements on all 

sides as outlined in Bluebonnet Specifications. 
 
9.   Developer must ensure that his conduit contractor cooperates with Bluebonnet’s 

Inspector and corrects any problems noted.  Otherwise, the Bluebonnet certification of 
the conduit system will be withheld and Bluebonnet’s installation of electrical facilities 
cannot commence.  Developers who fail to facilitate prompt resolution to conduit 
installation problems noted by Bluebonnet’s  Inspector will not be allowed to install 
conduit for Bluebonnet on existing or future projects. 

 
BLUEBONNET INSPECTORS 

 
Brenham Area – Steven Teinert 979-540-9302 
Giddings Area -  Charles Falke 979-540-7507 
Bastrop Area -  Donnie Tobola 512-360-7249 
Lockhart Area – Matthew Sturn 512-845-4816 
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Bluebonnet Specifications 
 

 
 

Ditch and Conduit Placement 
Road Crossing 
Pad Mount Switchgear Easement Requirements 
Dimensions and Wiring Single-Phase Transformer 
Dimensions and Wiring Single-Phase Sectionalizer 
Three-Phase Transformer Pad 45-750 kVA 
Three-Phase Transformer Pad 1000-2500 kVA 
Dimensions for Three-Phase Sectionalizer 200A 
Dimensions for Three-Phase Sectionalizer 600A 
Standard Residential Streetlight 
Right-of-Way Clearing Guide 
Switchgear Dimensions and Installation 
Meter Loop Specifications (Multiple) 
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